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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

THE METROPOLITAN SCHOOL DISTRICT OF DECATUR TOWNSHIP 

MARION COUNTY, INDIANA 

 

The Metropolitan School District of Decatur Township School Board convened at 7:04 

p.m. in the Board Room of the Administrative Offices of the School Corporation, 5275 Kentucky 

Avenue, Indianapolis, Indiana on June 8, 2021. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  ADMINISTRATORS PRESENT: 

Mrs. Estella Vandeventer  Dr. Matthew Prusiecki, Superintendent 

Mr. Dale Henson   Mrs. Stephanie Hofer, Assistant Superintendent 

Mrs. Judith Collins   Mr. Kirk Farmer, Chief Financial Officer 

Mr. Larry Taylor   Dr. Kenneth Folks, Director of Operations 

Mr. Jimmy Ray   Mr. Chris Gearlds, Director of Human Resources 

     Dr. Chris Duzenbery, Dir. of College and Career Readiness 

           

REGULAR MEETING 

 

1. OPENING ITEMS 

1.01 Mrs. Vandeventer, Board President, called the regular meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. All 

five board members were present. 

 

1.02 Mrs. Vandeventer led in the pledge of allegiance. 

 

1.03 There were no patron comments. 

 

2. ACTION ITEMS 

2.01 Mr. Taylor moved that the minutes for the May 18, 2021 regular meeting and executive 

session be approved.  Mr. Ray seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

2.02 Mr. Gearlds presented the staff report (removing Connor Ray to a second report) and 

addendum as discussed for approval.  Mr. Henson made a motion to approve the staff 

report (removing Connor Ray to a second report) and addendum as discussed.  Mrs. 

Vandeventer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 Mr. Henson made a motion to approve Connor Ray as DMS Track & Field Distance 

Coach.  Mrs. Collins seconded the motion.  The motion carried 4-0-1, with Mr. Ray 

abstaining. 

 

2.03 Mr. Farmer presented claims in the amount of $3,532,786.72 and payrolls in the amount of 

$3,399,523.20 for approval.  Mr. Ray made a motion that the claims and payrolls be 

accepted as listed.  Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

2.04 Dr. Folks recommended the Board accept the lowest, most responsive bids for produce 

from Piazza Produce & Specialty Food, for dairy from Dairy Farmers of America, for main 

line distributor from US Foods, for bakery from Alpha Bakery (Bid #1), for snack & 

beverages from Commercial Food Systems, and for frozen novelties from Velvet Ice 

Cream.  Mr. Henson made a motion that the bids for produce, dairy, main line distributor, 
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bakery, snack & beverages, and frozen novelties be accepted as listed.  Mrs. Collins 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

2.05 Dr. Folks asked approval of an out-of-state trip request by the DCHS Girls Cross Country 

Team to Roscommon, Michigan on July 19-23, 2021 and overnight trip requests by 

DCHS FFA to Morgantown on June 29-July 1, 2021 and DCHS Varsity Men’s Golf to 

Montgomery, Indiana on June 9-10, 2021.  Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve the trip 

requests.  Mr. Henson seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

3. REPORT 

3.01 Mr. Farmer presented a financial report for the Education Fund, Referendum Fund, 

Operations Fund, and Rainy Day Fund. 

 

4. OTHER 

4.01 Mrs. Vandeventer stated the Board scheduled a work session on Tuesday, August 24
th

, 

beginning at 5:00 p.m. in the Administration Center Board Room. 

 

4.02 Mrs. Vandeventer stated that at our recent Decatur Proud Golf Outing, the Decatur 

Township Educational Foundation recognized Mr. Dale Henson for all the hard work he 

put into the fundraiser.  She was very Decatur Proud to present a plaque to Mr. Henson in 

recognition and appreciation for his dedicated service and contributions to the DTEF. 

 

Mr. Henson expressed his appreciation for the plaque.  He was pleased to share that the 

golf outing included 129 golfers, 52 hole sponsors, 20+ companies that donated door 

prizes, and raised $12,129 for the DTEF.  In addition, the Carnations for Teacher 

Appreciation fundraiser raised more than $2,500 for a grand total of over $15,000 raised in 

one month to help support our teachers and students. 

 

5.   CLOSING ITEMS 

5.01 Dr. Prusiecki looks forward to our K-8 summer school program (supported by United Way 

and The Mind Trust) with more than 500 students currently registered and enrollment 

continuing.  He was very pleased that online registration for next school year has been 

completed for 3,000 students.  He thanked the Board for approving the staff reports this 

evening.  He congratulated Mr. Scott DeFreese on his retirement after seven years as 

DCHS Principal and expressed his appreciation to Mr. DeFreese for his service and all he 

has done for Decatur Township.  He welcomed Mr. Wachnicki as DCHS Principal and 

acknowledged Dr. Duzenbery’s last Board meeting before she retires. 

 

 Mr. Tom Wachnicki, DCHS Principal, thanked the Board for this opportunity and 

thanked Dr. Prusiecki and Mrs. Hofer for their votes of confidence.  He has been with 

the district for 18 years and his family has been blessed by the district.  All four of his 

children graduated from DCHS.  He does not live in the district, but chose to bring 

them here because of the great things we do, are allowed to do, and are supported to 

do.  He has learned a lot and will have gained more from this district than he will ever 

give.  He will give it everything he has and will make the building soar because that’s 

what Hawks do. 

 

 Dr. Chris Duzenbery, Director of College and Career Readiness, expressed her 

appreciation for the support she received during her 31 years in Decatur Township 

and stated it has been a wonderful opportunity to serve alongside such a great group 

of individuals. 



3 

 

Dr. Prusiecki congratulated our varsity men’s golf team for advancing to regionals and is 

pleased to see trip requests as we begin to return to a sense of normalcy.  School begins on 

August 2
nd

 and we have persevered through the worst of the pandemic.  He thanked 

everyone in attendance for their work in making the Township good for our families. 

 

5.02 Mr. Ray offered congratulations to our varsity men’s golf team and Coach Hofer for 

advancing to regionals and congratulated Mr. Wachnicki and Dr. Folks on their new 

positions.  He wished Dr. Duzenbery well as she begins her retirement. 

 

 Mr. Taylor thanked everyone for attending and congratulated Mr. Wachnicki on his new 

position.  He stated the graduation ceremony was a very nice occasion.  He wished Dr. 

Duzenbery the best in her retirement and wished good luck to the golf team. 

 

Mrs. Collins thanked everyone for attending, offered congratulations to Mr. Wachnicki and 

the golf team, and thanked everyone for their good work. 

  

Mr. Henson thanked everyone for attending.  He thanked the administrators in attendance 

that played at the golf outing and stated several alumni also participated.  Unfortunately, 

they had to turn away eight teams, but will revisit the event for next year to allow for more 

golfers.  He thanked our food service department including Abby Butler, Director of Child 

Nutrition, and Haley Lyon, Assistant Director of Child Nutrition, for helping feed 

everyone.  He encouraged everyone to frequent Applebee’s in Camby, as they were very 

supportive of the event.  He congratulated Mr. Wachnicki and stated he will do a good job 

at DCHS.  He offered congratulations to Coach Hofer for taking his sectional team to the 

regionals.  He wished Dr. Duzenbery well and thanked her for 31 years of service to the 

district.  He stated that commencement went very well and included 430 graduates.  It has 

been a great, yet difficult and different year, but we survived it and will be better for it.  He 

thanked Dr. Prusiecki and his team for their work. 

 

 Mrs. Vandeventer thanked Dr. Duzenbery for her support and has learned so much from 

her while serving as a Board member.  She is excited for Mr. Wachnicki to lead DCHS and 

is anxious to see where he takes the high school.  At a recent work seminar the speaker 

talked about resilience and crisis leadership.  She was asked to think of a resilient leader 

and what makes him or her resilient.  Her thoughts went to everyone in the room and what 

they have done in the past year.  She thanked everyone for their resilient leadership and 

looks forward to next school year. 

 

5.03 Mr. Henson made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Ray seconded the motion.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

            

            

__________________________________ _________________________________ 

Mrs. Estella Vandeventer, President  Mr. Dale Henson, Vice President  

 

 

__________________________________ _________________________________ 

Mrs. Judith Collins, Secretary   Mr. Larry Taylor, Member 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Mr. Jimmy Ray, Member 


