
As we approach Thanksgiving Break, I always think it is a good time to provide reminders: 

 Week of November 20-24:  No School.  This is a change from previous school years, so I 

just wanted to make sure that everyone is aware that we do not have school all of next 

week. 

 I want to thank each of you who drop off and pick up your child for school each day.  Using 

our procedures for those processes really increases the efficiency of getting you in and out 

of here, but more importantly, it really increases our level of safety for all students. 

 This past Monday, we conducted a Data Day with our students.  It provided our students 

an opportunity to see if they are “On Track” to enroll at Decatur Central High School.  

Students looked at their Grade Point Average, grades in individual courses, NWEA scores, 

attendance, and discipline.  Any one of these factors can cause a student to get “off track” 

for enrolling at Decatur Central.  Ask your child about it. 

 At the urging of our students and through a collaborative effort with our student council, 

we completely revamped our very strict dress code two years ago to be more student-

friendly.  Despite this, we have seen an increase in the number of students who are not 

meeting our school’s dress code.  Two of the biggest issues are hooded sweatshirts and 

jeans with holes, rips, tears, etc.  I am asking you to please partner with us in ensuring that 

your children abide by the dress code on a daily basis. 

 Upon our return from our break, we will have 18 days of school before the end of the 

semester.  Two things of note here: 

 Please ensure that your child is aware of his/her grades and the timing of the end of 

the semester.  We want to be able to provide an accurate picture of what your child 

knows and understands. 

 Please ensure that your child is here each day.  I can’t stress enough the importance of 

your child’s daily attendance at school. 

 Our next PTO meeting will be Tuesday, January 9 at 6:00pm.  Please email me at kbarren-

tine@msddecatur.k12.in.us if you plan to attend. 

I hope everyone has a wonderful break! 

Kyle Barrentine, Principal 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Barrentine’s 

Billboard 

1 

Apex News 2 

Imagine News 2 

Explorations News 3 

Global News 4 

D E C A T U R  M I D D L E  

S C H O O L  Hawk Highlights 
N O V E M B E R  1 7 ,  2 0 1 7  I S S U E  6  

5108 S. High School Rd. 

Indianapolis, IN  46221 

Principal:  Kyle 

Barrentine 

Asst. Principal/

Imagine: Adam Allen 

Asst. Principal/Apex: 

Melissa Harvey 

Explorations SLC Dir.:  

Stacy O’Brien 

Global SLC Dir.: 

Maren Kula 

Phone:  317-856-5274 

Fax:  317-856-2163 

Website:  

www.decaturproud.org/

decatur-middle 

Barrentine’s Billboard 



P A G E  2  

Apex SLC News 
This latest edition of Family Fri-

day got students into the spooky 

spirit.  On Friday, November 3rd,  

7th and 8th grade learners 

worked together in groups to 

stitch together a “Franken-story.”  

In groups that were mixed by 

grade level, the students learned 

about Frankenstein, enjoyed a 

treat, and wrote scary stories.  

They worked on sharpening their 

21st century skills of collabora-

tion, communication, and creativi-

ty while having fun together as a 

family.  Learners got a good laugh 

and a few frights while sharing 

these stories with their peers. 

8th grade learners continued 

learning about DNA—the build-

ing blocks of life—in their project 

Generating Greatness.  They are 

currently researching a genetic 

H A W K  H I G H L I G H T S  

disease in order to create an 

awareness campaign.  Learners 

will present PSAs, fact sheets, and 

narratives that help answer the 

driving question:  How do genetic 

diseases impact the individual, 

families and the community?  

They will present their work to a 

panel of professionals and com-

munity members in the coming 

weeks. 

Imagine SLC News 
7th Grade 

In 7th Grade Imagine, students in Mrs. 

Tiffany’s math classes are learning how to 

be better consumers.  The unit being 

covered right now is all about ratios, unit 

rates, proportions, and percentages.  Students 

have learned how to calculate unit rates to identi-

fy the product that will be the “Best Buy.”  Pro-

portional reasoning was then followed with stu-

dents calculating missing amounts based on equiv-

alent ratios.  Students will continue to use pro-

portional reasoning to calculate discounts, sale 

prices, percent increases/decreases, and percent 

error during the month of November just in time 

for holiday shopping and Black Friday! 

Mrs. Tiffany’s pre-algebra class is continuing with 

solving equations.  Students have already learned 

to both solve and write 2-step equations.  This 

foundation is fundamental to progressing to equa-

tions with variables on both sides.  This will be 

their first foray into Algebra I standards.  This 

unit will conclude with students using these skills 

and some additional knowledge to solve 2-step 

inequalities and inequalities with variables on both 

sides.  As your child how to find x...because it is 

missing.     

8th Grade 

Imagine 8th grade students ventured into the wild 

woods of Eagle Creek on October 31st.  Stu-

dents got close to nature as they dissected regur-

gitated owl pellets to determine what the owls 

had been eating.  Then, naturalists from the Orni-

thology Center lectured on 

birds of prey.  The students 

learned that these birds have 

swallowed bones, 103 degree 

temperatures, and talons. 

This quarter, the students are also 

studying the concept of balance.  

We launched this concept with a 

look at the artwork of Dale Chi-

huly’s glass sculptures.  The theme 

of balance then carries over into 

the content areas.  Algebra classes 

are analyzing the balance of equations.  History 

classes are debating the balance of rights between 

colonists and British citizens as well as the strug-

gle between war and peace.  Science classes are 

looking at the balance between dominant and 

recessive traits.  Finally, Language Arts classes are 

discussing the impact of fiction elements (plots, 

conflict, point of view) on balance in a story. 

As a reminder, don’t forget to follow us on Twit-

ter @ImagineDms and on Facebook 

(dmsimagine) to see all of the great things going 

on in our SLC! 
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Explorations SLC News 
7th Grade Explorations 

All of our 7th grade 

Explorations students 

attended a live perfor-

mance of The Outsiders 

at the Hebrew Acade-

my Theater in late October.  Following the 

performance, actors and actresses hosted 

a question and answer session.  Our stu-

dents were able to ask questions like how 

the cast came together, how the cast felt 

about the performance, and what type of 

experience and education was needed to 

have the opportunity to perform in a trav-

eling production.  The students and staff 

really enjoyed our time viewing this pro-

duction. 

8th Grade Explorations 

Students in Mr. Manring’s 

8th grade Science classes 

have been investigating the 

amount of microbes present 

on their iPads.  The stu-

dents took a swab of the 

surface of their iPad screens 

and covers.  They have been watching the 

bacteria grow.  Check out the display of 

germs outside of Mr. Manring’s classroom. 

Mrs. Hair’s students have been studying 

the three branches of government.  Re-

cently, they participated in a gallery walk in 

the Explorations hallway to learn about the 

differences between the branches. 

D-Day at DMS 

Our students analyzed 

their grades, attendance, 

GPA, and NWEA scores 

this past Monday for our 

first annual Data Day (D-

Day) at DMS. 

After School Study 

Table 

Explorations hosted our 

second after school study 

table on Wednesday, November 15, 2017, 

from 2:50-4:30.  Once again, the students 

were very focused and 

worked hard to improve 

their grades by redoing as-

signments, making up assign-

ments, or studying for an 

upcoming quiz or test. 

iTime 

We have a group of students who are 

making their own music video.  They are 

teaching themselves how to 

edit their shots and fuse the 

entire video together.  An-

other student is creating a 

golf workshop to teach her 

peers how to golf.  We also 

have another student raising 

money for the American 

Cancer Society by selling 

Fight the Fight to Find a Cure 

bracelets at various DMS 

events.  There are some 

really cool iTime projects 

being conducted in Explorations. 

 

Follow us on Twitter at 

@ExplorationsDMS and like us on Face-

book at DMS Explorations to see activities 

that occur in Explorations classes. 

Sign up for Remind to receive regular text 

message notifications about upcoming Ex-

plorations events. 

 7th Grade Explorations Families:  

Text @7exp1718 to 81010 

 8th Grade Explorations Families:  

Text @8exp1718 to 81010 

Decatur Middle School is selling 

Spirit Wear, just in time for the holi-

days!  It is never too early to pur-

chase just the right Christmas pre-

sents.  The shirt sale will last until 

Dec. 5th and will be delivered to 

your student’s 1st period class on 

December 18.  Order forms are 

available in the main office or on 

the last page of this newsletter.  f 

you have any questions please con-

tact Ms. Joseph . 
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H A W K  H I G H L I G H T S  

The core mission of this school is the cre-

ation of highly engaging activities, materi-

als, and settings for learning that are too 

good—too interesting—for students to 

resist AND increases student achieve-

ment. 

 

The MSD of Decatur Township is Student 

Invested, Community Connected.  We pri-

oritize Student Learning, Safety and Cus-

tomer Service, fostering a support system 

for our families. 

It is the Board’s commitment to provide a 

safe, positive, productive and nurturing 

educational environment for all of its 

students.  Any individual who believes a 

student has been or is the victim of 

discrimination, bullying, or harassment should 

report the situation to the building principal 

or designee or complete the School District’s 

Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying report 

form, which is available online at 

www.msddecatur.k12.in.us. 

Global SLC News 
On Monday, Global students participated in data day!  

Research supports that middle school students’ 

grades, attendance, and engagement are three critical 

factors for predicting the likelihood of high school 

graduation.  Students have been diving into their own  

“numbers” in order to help them take charge of their 

future! 

7th Grade Global Update 

On Friday, students in Language Arts 

will take their quarterly writing assess-

ments,  Students reviewed essential 

writing skills through a round of writ-

ing learning stations Wednesday and 

Thursday.  Station activities 

included prewriting to a narrative prompt, 

revising a narrative to include more descrip-

tive language, and editing to improve gram-

mar, punctuation, spelling and capitalization. 

 

Last week, 7th grade Global students attended the 

2017 Indy International Festival.  Students had fund 

exploring multiple aspects of different cultures! 

7th grade students will being winter NWEA testing 

with Mrs. Tejchma in Science class after Thanksgiving 

break. 

8th Grade Global Update 

Algebra A students are wrapping 

up their work on solving ques-

tions with one variable.  After 

break, they will begin working on 

solving equations with two varia-

bles.  Algebra AB students are gearing up for their se-

mester final exam to earn high school credit.  In Mrs. 

Lowe’s class, all students have started the 

novel Monster by Walter Dean Myers.  Each 

student has his or her own copy of the book 

to use.  If your student has not returned his/

her money for the book, the cost is $8.00.  

They also have a book report coming up that is due 

December 15th. 

8th grade students will begin winter NWEA testing 

with Mrs. Hammonds in Science class after Thanksgiving 

break. 




