
There is simply too much to write about this week to not have a newsletter, so we decided to publish one this week and then go 

every other week from here with the next newsletter being October 9. 

One way that I would love for our culture at Decatur Middle School to be described would be as a reading culture.  Basically, our 

students and staff would be regular consumers of information in the written form...from blogs to newspapers to internet news 

sources to nonfiction books to fiction books.  Consider what one librarian wrote about his work: 

I’m a rare book librarian.  I get to touch books every single day.  My colleague and I have a joke that we are 

Defenders of Wonder.  A physical book assigns a sense of reverence to the content inside.  It’s the same feeling 

you get when you look at a painting or hear a piece of music.  And I think that’s something worth defending.  

And just like a book gives reverence to its content, I think the library gives reverence to its books.  The building 

itself is a masterpiece. 

One thing that we try to provide opportunities to students to buy books of their own is through our 

Book Fair.  The Book Fair will be set up all day next week (September 28-October 2).  For your con-

venience, the Book Fair will also be open all day on Wednesday, September 30.  When you come in 

for your child’s conference, please take some time to go to the Media Center and get some books!  If 

you’re unable to make it to the school, you can go online right now and purchase your books.  Simply 

go to: 

http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/homepage.do?method=homepage&url=decaturmiddleschool3 

Speaking of conferences...I wanted to remind you that on Wednesday, September 30, school will not be in session.  Instead, our 

teachers will be here all day meeting with parents and students for student-led conferences. 

I hope everyone has a great weekend! 

- Kyle Barrentine, Principal 
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It is the Board’s commitment to provide a safe, positive, productive and nurturing 

educational environment for all of its students.  Any individual who believes a student 

has been or is the victim of discrimination, bullying, or harassment should report the 

situation to the building principal or designee or complete the School District’s 

Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying report form, which is available online at 

www.msddecatur.k12.in.us. 

5108 S. High School Rd. 

Indianapolis, IN  46221 

317-856-5274 

Students of the Week 

From left to right: Andrew Taylor, James Stewart, Bryce 

Woodruff, Elijah Surber, Cinthia Gomez, Zach McElfresh, 

Asiah Smith and Eliza Stellingwerf with Mr. Barrentine. 
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Important Dates 

 Tues, Sept 29-Fri, Oct 

1—Scholastic Book 

Fair—DMS Media Center 

 Wed, Sept 30—NO 

SCHOOL—Student-Led 

Conferences 

Attendance as of 

Sept 23 — 

YTD Daily Average: 

96.23%                         

Goal:  96% 

Author Visit:  Aaron Galvin 

Last week, author and actor Aaron Galvin came 

to visit Decatur Middle School and talk about his 

books and writing tips for young authors. 

An Indianapolis native, Aaron graduated from 

Ball State University in 2005.  He recently re-

leased his debut nov-

el, Salted, a young 

adult urban fantasy 

featuring The Indian-

apolis Zoo as the principal backdrop. 

Students from Language Arts classes came to the 

Media Center to hear Aaron’s writing tips, in-

cluding how to ask more questions to get more 

detail in your writing. 

EXTREMELY IMPORTANT—Have you applied for the 21st Century 

Scholars Program? 

Indiana’s 21st Century Scholars program offers income-eligible Hoosier students up to four 

years of paid tuition at an eligible Indiana college or university after they graduate from high 

school.  Scholars are connected to programs and resources to help them plan, prepare, and 

pay for college.  Applications must be received by June 30 of the student’s 8th grade year. 

NOTE TO PARENTS:  Please select one of the below and return this information to your 

child’s STAR teacher, the office, or email it to gbarrett@msddecatur.k12.in.us 

____ I applied online.  The school will check the status of your child’s application. 

____ I plan to apply online at www.Scholars.IN.gov. 

____ I DO NOT want to apply or we applied and have been denied. 

____ I need additional help or information.  Contact Gail Barrett at 856-5274 ext. 8014. 

**  All students who return this section with a parent’s signature will be entered into a drawing 

for prizes and the STAR class with the highest percentage of returned forms will be rewarded 

with an ice cream STAR Class snack! 

 

Parent Signature ______________________________  Phone Number_________________________ 

Student Name  __________________________________________ 

21st Century Scholars Program 

ATTENTION:  7th and 8th Grade Parents 

College Go! Week 

& Spirit Week 

This week was College Go! Week, as 

well Student Council Sponsored Spirit 

Week.  Students were able to participate 

in a variety of activities during their 

lunch.  Friday, September 25th, Decatur 

Middle School had a very special guest 

for lunch:  Jaws, the IUPUI Jaguars mas-

cot! 

ATTN: PARENTS 
Our computer lab will be 

available for parents to apply 

for the 21st Century Scholars 

program on September 30 

during conferences.  Please 

stop by the office before or 

after your child’s conference 

to apply.  You must bring your 

child’s Social Security num-

ber, your Social Security num-

ber and gross income for 

2014. 

Also, please drop the survey 

to the left in the office to enter 

your child in a drawing for 

prizes. 


