
The importance of eating a good breakfast, getting a good night’s rest, and arriving to school on time seem to be three topics 

that we hit pretty hard around ISTEP time.  Quite frankly, those are three things that we should be discussing and emphasizing all 

year long! 

We are fortunate here at Decatur Middle School that we offer our students a free breakfast every single day.  Our students need 

the nourishment to start their days on a good note.  Being able to provide this breakfast does just that! 

It can be challenging for our students to get a good night’s rest every night of the week.  If your son or daughter is involved in 

extracurricular activities, he or she may not arrive back at home until later in the evening.  One thing that I have done at home 

that has helped my kids get a better night’s rest is to have them power down their phones.  Not only do we power them down, 

but their phones are also placed on the kitchen counter where they charge all night long.  With no chance of receiving that most 

important text message, I have found my kids getting a much better night of sleep. 

As I wrote about earlier this year, our first period starts at 7:45, so it is most critical for our students to arrive at school no later 

than 7:30ish.  If your children ride the bus, they have 15 minutes to grab breakfast, go to their lockers, and get to first period.  If 

you bring your child to school, our doors open at 7 a.m.  Please plan to have them here by 7:30.  Regular, on time school attend-

ance is the first step to your child’s success academically! 

One other item...at our PTO meeting on Monday, September 14, we will be seeking officers for the 2015-16 school year.  We will 

be seeking a President, a Vice President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer.  I look forward to seeing many of you here that night to 

get our school year kicked off successfully.  We will meet at 6:30 p.m. in the DMS cafeteria. 

Just a reminder that there is no school on Monday, September 7 in observance of Labor Day!  I hope everyone has a great three-

day weekend! 

- Kyle Barrentine, Principal 
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It is the Board’s commitment to provide a safe, positive, 

productive and nurturing educational environment for 

all of its students.  Any individual who believes a student 

has been or is the victim of discrimination, bullying, or 

harassment should report the situation to the building 

principal or designee or complete the School District’s 

Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying report form, 

which is available online at www.msddecatur.k12.in.us. 

5108 S. High School Rd. 

Indianapolis, IN  46221 

317-856-5274 

Students of the Week 

Aug. 17-21    Aug. 24-28 

From left to right:  Breanna Card, 

Camauyria Summers, Jordan Skaggs, 

Chayton Fidler, Kaidin Petrino, Luis Lopez, 

Hayden Filipovich and Sam Sheroan with 

Mr. Barrentine. 

From left to right:  Ethan McCullough, Lia 

Burton, Essence Whitlock, Katelyn Schulz, 

Yamaris Nieves, Cailin Barr and Josh Farley 

with Mr. Barrentine.  (Not pictured—Luna 

Wagner) 



Page 2 

Important Dates 

 Mon, Sept 7—NO 

SCHOOL—Labor Day 

 Mon, Sept 14—PTO 

Meeting—DMS Cafete-

ria—6:30pm 

 Mon. Sept 14—

Washington DC MANDA-

TORY Parent Mtg.—DMS 

Cafeteria—7:30pm 

Attendance as of 

Sept 3 — 

YTD Daily Average: 96.22%                         

Goal:  96% 

The Carter 
Journals by Mr. 
Shane Phipps 

Not many middles schools are 

lucky enough to  have a full-

fledged author on their staff, but 

Decatur Middle School is!!  Shane 

Phipps, a Social Studies teacher, 

published his first book titled “The 

Carter Journals:  Time Travels In 

Early U.S. History” last year in 

digital formats.  This year, his book 

has been printed in hardback.  His 

time travel book tells the tale of 

Cody Carter, whose grandfather 

gives him a dusty journal that 

transports Cody back to frontier 

days in North Carolina, Indiana 

and elsewhere.  Cody’s adventure 

has him hunting with Daniel Boone, 

hiding slaves in the Under-

ground Railroad, making 

friends with the Native Ameri-

cans in the Indiana Territory 

and much more.  Mr. Phipps 

wrote his book to help history 

come alive for his students and 

others.  A copy of his book is 

now available in the DMS Me-

dia Center. 

DMS has two teams that meet regularly throughout the year to develop, implement, monitor, 

evaluate, and modify the plans for our school-wide expectations.  The Universal Team focuses 

on prevention by clarifying, teaching, and reinforcing our expectations for all areas of the 

building.  Universal Tier 1 services are received by all students.  The Secondary Team devel-

ops and provides interventions for the 5-15% of students who need additional behavioral sup-

port to successfully achieve goals.  Tier 3 services are more individualized for the 1-5% of stu-

dents in need of intensive services. 

All three levels use school data to support the team’s decision making process regarding prac-

tices/interventions that are used to promote a positive culture within our building.  The graph 

below is an overall view of the data.  Our overall number of office referrals continues to be less 

than the national average for middle schools and we’ll continue to reinforce, reteach or adjust 

the environment as needed to maintain the school-wide expectations in all areas.  We’ll share 

additional data each month throughout the school year. 

Thank you for reinforcing our expectations with your student! 

Overall Office Referrals for August:  25 (… we 

had 3 in July) 

… a profound focus on the behaviors we want 

Top Four Behaviors: 

 Defiance/disrespect (5/25, 20% of all referrals) - 3 classroom, 1 hallway, 1 cafeteria 

 Fighting (4/25, 16% of all referrals) - 2 classroom, 1 hallway, 1 cafeteria 

 Physical aggression (4/25, 16% of all referrals) - 2 classroom, 2 hallway 

 Out of bounds (9/25, 11% of all referrals) - 1 classroom, 2 hallway 

 

FYI—TIME OF DAY/LOCATION 

 4/25 were in the classroom, early AM (8-9:15) 

 8/25 were in the classroom, end of the day (1-2:30) 

 6/25 were in the hallway, end of the day (1:30-2:15) 

Respect Responsibility Caring 

DMS August Snapshot 


